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A 
SOBER ENQUIRY 
Abour the 


Nevv Oath 


Enjoyned on 
NON- CONE ORMISTS. 
According to At of Parkiament. 


BH Pits, F Prijalics” Partiali- 
& 7, &c. mult not_be layd aſide in 
# this Buſineſs ? 
Whither lying un under a Lawful 


Covernment, Cting Prote- 
Gon from jt » Ido not owe yj\s tance tO It, 
and mult Submit , ner Fhrry ac to alter 
the Croverriment, >< pecially when this is made 
the ondition of m los ving nds its Prote(tton ? 
Whicher Conſidering the State of the times, - 
| and che intention of our Governours, to Fs 
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[1] | | 
the Peace.,at home againſt boſim Enemies , of 
which fort there are too many is it not ratio- 
nal to expe& ſecurity from us,7and that by a 
lawful Oath or ſome other way ? 

Whither the Oaths of Allegince and Supre- 
macy,mainly irtended and underttood again(t the 
Papilts, will give you ſufficient ſecurity, corſ1- 
dering the Principles and PraCtiſes of the late 
runes 3 (to5 tO dly yer remamirg with many) 
the which are {1gnifygd inthe Att for It afety both 
of King and Kingdome ; and ſnould not the new 
Oath reſpeCt ſuch pernicious Principles and pra- 
Ctices, asAt preſent are like (if pot moſt warily 

revented) roendanger b6th Charch and State, 


ch King and Kingdome? . 

Whither they could not eaſily have ordered 
ir, in another form, direftly and, n texms.xever- 
ſing the Covenant ; and was it not through Pro- 
vidence a Prudence, ordered as it 15; that ſober 
and peaceable may be diſtuguiſhed from thoſe 
that il not {i all return to their old 
Confuſions ? | | 

Whither the Oath, though ;m cſſions 
ſomewhat ambiguous, may not be well enough 
underſtood by unbyaſſed perſons, that will. noc 
ſtretchtheir Charity, to ſuppoſewhat their fan- 
cies will umagine of their © tate wy and their 


Wy : mentions | 


( 3] 

intentions in it ; faxce , the words of the Pre- 
amble, and the A for Safety,cto whom this mult 
| be referred) and other known Laws , and Cu- 
© toms of the Land, will give them ſufficient in- 
formation ; and ſznce , the ſence of Grovernours 

| in their Laws, it not plain in words, is tobe by 

| private men (till a publick Authentique inter- 
pretation ) underſtood by common uſage, and 
comparing with other Laws , or parts of che 
Law to which it belongs and may be refer'd *, 
| and not by our private ſuppoſitzons of their Inten- 
| tions not enpeeffedin their Laws ? n 


* See Preamble, At for Safety, Lord Chancellours and the 
T Speakers Speeches, And for the Legiſlative Power, ſee 
AQ for Safety. For the Militia, the Ads about it. -For 
Church Government, (ce ſuch Laws as Settle or de+ 
clare all Eccleſiaſtical Fuviſdifion in the King , and the 
Exerciſe of it only as in —_— from bisMajefty,abous 
Biſhops and their Powers, (ce Laws referred to them 
and ſometimes granting more, and ſometimes leſs. Read 
C4 1. Eliz. 1. 2.and$.Eliz. 1 323. H.8S. c,6. 1, E4. 
6.C, 2. 25. H.$.c.19.'& c. 21. and an AZ of this pre« 
ſent Parliament repealing, 17. Car. 1. See Cooks Infti- 
tuter,nart.q. and his Reports about Ecclefteſtical Matters, 
and Part, Cawdryes Caſe,&c. 


Whither this Oath can be rationally ſuppo- 
ſedto Bind us up from more, then endeavou- 
ring to overturn the foundation of the Grover- 
| ment of Church or State , as to the King in 


both, and (if you will roo.) Biſhops in the Gore — 


CY2 1 

ment of the Chureh ; Any thing more then theſe'y 
being accounted by the Laws of the Land, and by 
the Praftices of our Kings, Parliaments, Syneds, 
as alterable , and hath been, and may be dayly 
af duely) altered? Or, if this Oath may be ſup- 
poſed to bind us up from more; as to particulars 
and ſuperſtrutures in Conſtitutibns and Admini- 
trations, whither then can it tationally be ſup. k 
ſed to intend more , to bird us up from a by 
turbulent and wrregular endeavour of altering, 
or (as expreſſed in the Preamble and AF for ſafety) 
in a way of Schiſme, Sedition and Rebellion , and 
waither can this Oath be juſfly underſtood to 
bind us up from Peaceable and Regular endeavours 
of reforming what may be fo::nd amiſs inChurch 
or State'; fence that the Government it ſelf to 
which in the Oath I ſware with , the Funda- 
mental and Poſitive Laws of the Land allow F 
me, asa Man, an Engliſhman, a Chriftian, a 
SubjeCEt; my Jult, though bounded libertie im 

that particular ? and mult not this be under- 

ſtood though not expreſled in the Oath ? ) 


* Sce Magn. Charts. c. vet. King Coronat, Oath. 
Ad about Petitioning, &c. 
{ 


Whither other parallel Oaths , binding to 


Government and Laws, be not thus by generah 
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of | 
Reaſon; Conſent atid Cuſtome, underſtood ? as 
the Kings Coronation Oath, with Aon Mwtabr- 
mus leges & Conſuetud, the Oaths that Mem- 
bers of Parltament, and of Convocation take ; the 
Oaths for Judges, and other Lawyers ; the Oaths 
in Courts, Corporations, Untverſutes, &c, Com- 
ared with their known ard allowed practiſes, 
in their "Os charging avd altering as to par- 
ticulars both in Church ard State, 
* About the Kings reſerving the Foundations of Church- 
Government, and the Biſhops under bim, becauſe of bis 
Oath; yet allowing great alterations in the Government, 
as to the Exerciſe and Adminiſtration for Peace z, ſee bts 
Majeſties In\trudions to bis Commiſſioners, with their P a« 
per in Sir Rich. Bakers Chron. pag- 461, Ste alſo our 
preſent Soveraigns Decleration about Eccleſiaſtical affairs; 
and for the nature of ſuch like Oaths, ſee the ſence of the 
long Parliament, and of the Aſſembly in the Exhortation 
to the Covenant, p, 5. and 6. 

Whither are rot many Scriptares themſelves 
thus underitood, with limitations of the general 
Expreſſions, according to the nature and condi- 
tion of the Subject ; and particularly, Scrip- 
tures xequiring obedience to Kings, Maſters ; 
Husbands, Parents, &'c, fee Rom. 13. 5. with 
Beza's note, 1 Pet.2,13, &c. with Biſhop Uſhers 
power of Princes, Epheſ, 6, 24, &c. 


* In all things. In every thing, &c, 
Whether 


[6] 

Whither this Oath in eff ef! tchough added,and 

terms it differ for reaſons before cxpreſled) re- 

quire more fromus then we have already ſworn 

unto, in the Oath of Allegiance arid Supremacy, 

* Alleg. No violence or burt to Kings, Perſon, State, or 
Government, &c. | 

Suprem. In all Cauſes, and over all Perſons Eccleſtaſti- 

cal, &c. I will aſſt and defend ++» all Eccleſiaſtical 


Furiſdiflions, Prebeminencies, &c.' This not to alter. 
See Stat.1. Eliz.1. and 5 Eliz.1. ' 


Whither whatever the Covenant were in it 

ſelf, and its impoſing, canany ſworn to it, now 
rationally ſuppoſe humfelf as bound by it to aCt 
againſt the Crovernment, or towards the altera- 
tion of Crovernment in Church or State ; fance 
ſuch endeavours would be againſt the Laws of the 
Land, to which we owe obedience; agamſt the 
terms of the Covenant it ſelf, and the Exhorta- 
tion to it, is lawfully, and in plact and calling, 
&c, but eſpecially againit the Oath of Allegi- 
ance and Supremacy, with their antecedent ob- 
ligation in force before, and conſequently being re- 
newed ſince the Kirgs return? Eccleſ 8,2, 

Whither not to Endeavour, be more then not 
to Af againſt the Government of :Church or 
State ; or that not to af, be more then to be 
ſubjeft or ſubmit z and whither ſuch ſxbjefion or 
ſubmiſſion, be not my bounden duty to my Superi- 
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and an hoxeſt ſence, bervveen the impoſer and the 


LC 9.1 


| ours an ſuch like caſes from the Word of Gid:? 
fee Rom, 13.1, &Cc, 5, &c, and 1 Pet, 2, Etcle( $,:. 


&c, Eccleſ.,10,3,9, and 20- Prov, 30, 31, an verſ, 
24, 21, 22, 

Whither Apoſtles, and primitive Chriſuans, made 
not great Conſcience of ſubmitting m fuch hke 
matters, as appears by Epiſtles and Church Hi- 
ſtory, (ſee Biſhop Uſhers Power of Princes,and duty 
of Subjefts) and whither Chriſtzanity and Laws of 
Chriſt, do not bind us to the peace and good behavi- 
our 114)] ſuch matters as are not;our Righr, but 
our Superiours, both in War and Peace, m Church 
or State, . | 

Whither, if conſequences may be conſidered,as 
the taking the Oath may offend many, and poſſi- 
bly (though quere how with our duty toour Su- 
periors it may be ſuppos'd ) it may not ſecureus, 
&c. fo whither the not taking it, will not offer d 
our Governours ? and beſides, bring ſuch a ſcan- 
dal upongus whole Profeſhon, as can never be 
waſh'davvay,though.vvuh our blood, which God 
prevent, and teach us our duty, leaving Events 
to him, 

Over and above ; V Vhicher may rot an honeſt 
Chriſtian take a ſuppoſedly caprious ard enſrare- 
ing Oath, vvhen the vvords are fair for an equal 


F 
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' taker, and vvhereinby honeſt men onevery hand 
. . it would ard ſhould be underſtood, eſpecially In 

an Oath bervveen a Ruler anda Sxbjef} Cvvhere 
no ſach caprious ſuppoſition can be made vvithour 
-{in) vvhenthe end of Governtnent, ' and of the 
Oath it ſelf declared, is nothing bur the peace and 
welfare both of Church and State, - - 


* This Buore borowed from, exd to be referred to the 
Paper: of another. | © Wi 
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